Four of the five six-membered rings of the title pentacyclic triterpene, C 33 H 52 O 4 , adopt chair conformations; the fifth, which has a C C double bond, adopts an approximate envelope conformation.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: Ma et al. (2005) . The crystal structure of ursolic acid is known from its ethanol solvate; see: Simon et al. (1992) . For methyl uroslate-3-bromoacetate, see: Stout & Stevens (1963) . For methyl ursolate-3-p-bromobenzoate, see: Paton & Paul (1979) .
Experimental
Crystal data We thank the University of Malaya for supporting this study.
→ 9:1) to give ursolic acid (5 g), which was identified acid from its NMR and mass spectra.
The ursolic acid was treated with acetic anhydride and pyridine according to a literature method. The compound was purified by chromatography with a hexane and chloroform system (Ma et al., 2005) . Crystals were isolated when the solvent was allowed to evaporate.
Refinement
The carbon-bound H-atoms were generated geometrically (C-H 0.95-0.99 Å) and were allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U(H) fixed at 1.2-1.5U eq (C). Friedel pairs were merged. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the methyl ursolate-3-acetate. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 70% probability level, and hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. (7) −0.0029 (7) 0.0037 (6) 0.0006 (6) C6 0.0113 (7) 0.0148 (7) 0.0130 (7) −0.0007 (6) 0.0005 (6) 0.0012 (6) C7 0.0107 (7) 0.0136 (7) 0.0154 (7) −0.0012 (6) 0.0003 (6) −0.0008 (6) C8 0.0142 (8) 0.0156 (7) 0.0173 (7) −0.0021 (6) 0.0028 (6) 0.0011 (6) C9 0.0118 (7) 0.0138 (7) 0.0226 (8) −0.0017 (6) 0.0005 (6) 0.0011 (6) C10 0.0112 (7) 0.0135 ( 
Methyl 3-acetoxy-3-dehydroxyursolate

Crystal data
R[F 2 > 2σ(F 2 )] = 0.036 w = 1/[σ 2 (F o 2 ) + (0.0647P) 2 + 0.329P] where P = (F o 2 + 2F c 2 )/3 wR(F 2 ) = 0.099 (Δ/σ) max = 0.001 S = 1
